Canine Heartworm Prevention Guidelines
At College Mall Veterinary Hospital we recommend the American Heartworm Society’s (AHS) Guidelines for the Diagnosis, Prevention and Management of Heartworm Infection in Dogs. The full guidelines can be found on the society’s Web site at www.heartwormsociety.org, but a summary of essential points follows:

1. Heartworm preventatives are prescription medications, and they can only be authorized by a licensed veterinarian within a doctor/client/patient relationship.
2. Before starting a preventive program, all dogs that could possibly be infected with mature heartworms should be tested.

3. The AHS is now recommending year-round prevention, even in areas where heartworm transmission follows a seasonal pattern.

4. All dogs should be re-tested yearly to assure the effectiveness of the prevention program.

5. Dogs with missed dosages of heartworm preventative should be re-tested on the following schedule:
· If a lapse of three or more months has occurred, an immediate test before re-starting a preventative is recommended
· After any lapse a follow-up test after six months is recommended to ensure there has been no infection acquired during the lapse 
Failure to follow these guidelines can have serious consequences for dogs.  Heartworm disease is a serious condition that can cause dysfunction of the lungs, heart, liver and kidneys, and that can cause death if left untreated. Heartworm preventative drugs are the key to avoiding this deadly disease. However, since there is a small chance of acquiring heartworms despite being on these preventatives, routine testing is also a key to early diagnosis and treatment.   
It is important to note that giving heartworm preventives to dogs who already are infected with heartworms can lead to severe reactions that could be harmful or even fatal to the dog. This is why it is important for a veterinarian to regularly assess the heartworm status of your dog as part of a prevention program.
In addition, some drug companies will guarantee the effectiveness of their product. However, most require proof that routine testing has been done according to the guidelines and possibly testing 6 months after starting their product.
I understand the guidelines stated for prescribing and administering heartworm preventatives.  I agree that I will not hold College Mall Veterinary Hospital or its staff responsible for any choice I make to use heartworm medications in ways that are not in accordance with these guidelines.
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